
D 
EAR FRIENDS, as we journey through this 

Easter season, we hear of more encounters 

that the disciples have with the resurrected Jesus. I 
hope that these readings, prayers and reflections 

make a connection with you and fill you with 

Easter hope. 

 

Collect 

O  GOD, the light of whose truth stretches out to 
those who go astray, that they may return to 

the path of righteousness: give your grace to all 

who profess themselves Christians, that they may 

cast out what is harmful, and pursue all that gives 

life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, world without end. 

 

Readings 

Acts 4: 5 – 12 

1 John 3: 16 – 24 
John 10: 11 – 18 

 

Reflection 

I f you have not read the account of Paul’s Journey 

and how he ended up in Malta, spend some time 
reading it as it is a fascinating story.  

St Luke writes. Acts 28 v 1 “Once safely on shore, 

we found out that the island was called Malta. 2 The 

islanders showed us unusual kindness”.  

These verses always make me think about two 

things. The first is that Paul and his companions 
got “safely ashore”. The next is that when St Paul 

and his friends got ashore his reception was one of 

“unusual kindness”.  

Today for our seafarers safely ashore means many 

different things. It means being able to top up there 
phones so that they can 

contact the ones they 

love. With contracts up 

to a year long, being 

ashore makes a huge 

difference. This is 
especially true when we 

can get seafarers on trips 

out to go sightseeing or 

simply to the 

supermarket.  

Being safely ashore can also mean having a safe 

person to talk to about what has happened at sea 

or at home. Relationships at home and at sea can 
be under great strain.  

Through our centre we offer free tea and coffee and 

internet access we provide a safe and secure haven 

within the docks.  

For the seafarers who are troubled in spirit there is 

a listening ear, advocacy, and access to specialist 
advice.  

If you ask what our vision is, it would be to offer 

safety and to show kindness to all whom we seek to 

serve.  

Rev Tim 

 
Prayers 

W 
E GIVE THANKS for all those who 

work at sea, moving vast 

amounts of goods and materials 

around the world to help make our 
life. We pray for their safety, asking 

for their protection against storms, 

piracy, fires and any other form of 

damage that puts their lives at risk. We give thanks 

for all the goodness to be found in the oceans and 

forgive us our greed in exploiting so many of the 
resources to the point of risking their extinction 

and also for using the seas as a dumping ground 

for our waste, especially plastic. May seafarers, 

wherever they find themselves, receive a warm 

welcome in acknowledgement of the fact that they 
live far away from home for most of the year. 

 

 

We give thanks for the fact that shops and the 

hospitality industry are 

reopening in Scotland this 
coming week. We pray 

particularly for those that 

are struggling to stay 

solvent, that their 

customers will return and 
that the jobs of the people 

they employ will be secure. 

We pray for the success of 

the ongoing work by 
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scientists and doctors to 

reduce the risk from 

COVID-19 in the future, so 
that the terrible impact of 

the last year will never be 

repeated. 
 

We pray for COVID 
vaccination supplies to be 

increased rapidly that 

everyone who needs it can 

get vaccinated as quickly 

as possible. We pray for 

infections and deaths from 
the pandemic to start 

falling everywhere, especially in India. We pray for 

leaders around the world that they would seek the 

common good, praying especially for those countries 

suffering from ongoing war and violence and where 
injustice is rife. We also pray for those countries 

where food and clean water are in short supply.  

 

We pray for the Church worldwide in this Easter 

season especially those who are persecuted for their 

faith. For our Scottish Episcopal Church, for our 
College of Bishops, in particular Mark our Primus, 

John our Bishop, and for all who lead and guide us.  

We pray for Rev Ruth Innes and those from our 

church families who have asked for our prayers. 

  
From St Columba’s: Rose MacLaren, Anne 

MacMillan, Janet Sinnet, Brian Knotts, Howard 

Spencer, Lorna Aitken, Kath Stutt, Anthea & Katie 

McAlpin, Geoffrey Gerrard, Doug and Pat Laurie, 

Young Harry, Paul & Janice Moffat and Elma 

Webster.  
 

And from St Peter’s: Cisley Moss, Michael Patrick 

(Ruthie’s friend), Peter McOwan, Harry and Connie 

Payne, Rita Manion (David’s mother), Annie Gibbs 

(Olivia Moss’s future mother-in-law), Joe Lavery, 
Ronnie Adams, Bob Philip (Andy’s father), Dot 

Pringle, Brenda Cook, Father John, Ruthie Cadell, 

David Szkudlarek, Jan Robson and Corinne 

Anderson; and for all their families.  

We pray for the souls of those who have died in 

recent days and for all who mourn, And we 
remember those connected with our church families 

whose anniversary of death falls at this time.  

 

From St Columba’s: Agnes Margaret Harkness and 

Ernest Jeffery.  
 

From St Peter’s: Eva Hodges, Sylvia Lavery, 

Margaret Packwood, Harold and Peggy Wood, Alex 

Sutherland, James Lindie and Douglas Walton.  

 

Blessing  
The God of peace, who brought again 

from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 

great shepherd of the sheep, through 

the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that which is well-

pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

 
Notices 

D 
EAR FRIENDS, Tuesday this week was another 

good day with more news that travel 

restrictions are lifting with the border into England 

opening up along with local shops, and those all-

important coffee shops!   We will all be able to start 
planning trips further afield to meet up with family 

and friends and enjoy so much of what, until 14 

months or so ago, we took for granted.  We also 

continue to settle back into our church routines 

and look forward to further easing of these 
restrictions in the coming months.  

 

The guidelines still require us to wear masks, 

sanitise our hands, remain seated in church at 2 

metre distances and no singing yet and for St 

Peter’s please book your seat.  Spaces as we know 
remain limited but everyone is welcome to request a 

seat whether a family group or otherwise so book 

with Jane 843176 as soon as possible if you would 

like to attend a Sunday service. 
 

Services for the coming week: 4th Sunday of Easter 

St Peter’s @ 9.30am (Zoomed live) and St Columba’s 

@11.15am.   Both churches will be celebrating Sea 

Sunday and Rev Tim Tunley will be with us, 

preaching and presiding in St Peter’s and preaching 
in St Columba’s.  There will be retiring collections 

for the work of Mission to Seafarers Scotland and as 

per our current practices donations can be made as 

per our other appeals.  Please mark all donations 

‘SEA’.  The Just Giving link is: https://

www.justgiving.com/campaign/seafarers  
Tuesday 27th St Peter’s Eucharist @ 10.30am 

Wednesday 28th St Columba’s Eucharist @ 10.30. 

Zoom Prayer Room @ 11.30am Thursday 22nd 

Zoom Morning Prayer @ 9am Monday – Friday 

Mission to Seafarers Scotland Zoom Compline @ 
7pm. 

NB This Sunday evening - 25 April - from 7 pm to 

8.30 (public access opens 6:50) there will be a 

hustings for the Linlithgow Scottish Parliamentary 

Constituency, which of course covers Bathgate and 

adjacent areas as well as Linlithgow.  Linlithgow 
Church Forum, on behalf of the local churches, has 

invited representatives of all parties standing for 

election: all four individual candidates and nine of 

the regional list parties have accepted that 

invitation.  The chairman for the evening will be our 
own Rev Peter Woodifield.  You are all invited to join 

the audience.  Details of the Zoom codes are given 

in the separate list of Zoom codes. Please make 

sure you join identifying yourself with your full 

name on your device, otherwise you will not be 

admitted to the hustings. 
 

Rev Peter is planning to run a six-

week series on the Parables, starting 

on Friday April 30, running until June 

11 – there will be no session on May 

28. As with the Good Shepherd and 
the most recent Advent and Lent 



studies, it will be at 3pm on Zoom. Please let him know by email, mobile, WhatsApp or in person if you 

have any particular parables you’d like him to try and unpack. He’s had two suggestions so far. 
 

As we journey on through this Easter Season, a final reminder of the BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL. This year 

Bishop John has selected the ‘Together in Unity Appeal’, set up by the Archbishop of Canterbury to 

support virus prevention and emergency relief for vulnerable communities across the Anglican 

Communion. Please make any donations before this Sunday (April 25) when the appeal closes. Here is 

the Link to a message from Bishop John regarding his appeal: https://
edinburgh.anglican.org/2021/02/ bishops-lent-appeal-2021/ Thank you to those who have already 

contributed. 

 

St Peter’s have a Just Giving Campaign for those who wish to contribute on line and St Columba’s are 

invited to contribute in this way too if they wish. Contributions can be made by going to: 

https:// justgiving.com/campaign/St-Peterslentappeal. Alternatively, those who wish to contribute can 
use Internet banking: St Peter’s: into St Peter's bank account, with the reference "LENT": Bank of 

Scotland, Linlithgow Sort Code: 80-17-37 Account St Peter's Episcopal Church No. 00293233. 
 

St Columba’s: St Columba’s bank account, with the reference "LENT": Royal Bank of Scotland, Account: 
St Columba’s Episcopal Church Bathgate Sort Code: 83-16-05 account no: 00213096. For those who 

don’t do Internet banking:  
 

For St Peter’s: a cheque payable to "St Peter's Episcopal Church" to John Aitken, Sulisker, Boghall, 

Linlithgow EH49 7GR will be most welcome. Or you can pop it, in the form of cash or a cheque, through 
Judy Goldfinch's letterbox at 1 Royal Terrace. You should write "Lent Appeal" on the back, so that Judy 

knows what it is for.  
 

And for St Columba’s: a cheque, payable to "St Columba's Episcopal Church" to Ron Buchanan, 14 Hope 

Park Gardens, Bathgate EH48 2QU, or drop it, in the form of cash or a cheque, through his letterbox. 
Please mark it "Lent Appeal” on the back. Now that churches are open again envelopes can be brought to 

church, again marked “Lent appeal”. 
 

St Columba’s are holding a Zoom Quiz night on Friday the 30th April @7.30pm. A new Quiz Master for 

the night Andrew Gerrard. 4 rounds of 10 questions — one general knowledge and 3 others a mystery. So 

please do join in and see if you have better luck with Andrew’s questions as David will be back in our 

next Zoom Social in June. An open invitation to St Peters so please do join in if you can. The code will be 

added to the Zoom code list. Meeting ID: 917 8033 3704 Passcode: 160692 
 

Pastoral visits – now that the weather is getting warmer, I am beginning to arrange with people to meet 

them in their gardens or for a socially distanced walk. As this is Scotland and our weather can be 

unpredictable, even in summer, the telephone will continue to be an excellent way to communicate from 

the comfort of our homes. If you would like a chat, please do call Peter or myself and be assured that we 

continue to hold you all in our prayers. 

Rev Christine  

 

SEC Morning, Evening and Night Prayer Liturgies 

 

Morning, Evening and Night Prayer daily liturgies are available at:  

www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices  
 

Rev Christine and Rev Peter will be saying Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer each day in their own 

homes and invite you to join in from yours. On Thursday mornings they will be sharing virtual service via 

Zoom. If you would like to join in, the link every week will be https://us02web.zoom.us/j/756114372?

pwd=ZXpMWndaY210empVY1daL09paGlwZz09  
Any queries please contact Rev Peter pw@woodifield.com   

 

For the coming week beginning Sunday 25th April we enter into the week of 4 Easter 

*If you have a paper version of the big blue Prayer Book, for  

Morning Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 23. Follow the psalm set for the 

day in Set 1. Follow the Benedictus antiphon set for the day.  
 

Evening Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 58.  

*If you want to do it online by far the easiest way to do it is to click 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/ which is updated three times a day 

for Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline 
 

*If you just want to do the readings and collect for each day they are as follows. (The online version of 

Morning Prayer uses the first two readings and Evening Prayer the third, the Gospel.)  



Clergy contact numbers: 
Rev Christine – 07964175914; 01334769303  

Rev Peter Woodifield – 07747023108 

 

 

Rector’s Wardens contact numbers: 

David Graham Service – 07901947345 

Jane Ramsay - 07982252666 

Sunday:  Ezra 3: 1 –13;      Ephesians 2: 11 – 22;   Luke 19: 37 – 48    

Monday:  Wisdom of Solomon 1: 1 – 2: 5;   Colossians 1: 1 – 14: 6;  Luke 6: 1 – 11 

Tuesday:  Wisdom of Solomon 2: 21– 3: 9;   Colossians 1: 15 – 23;   Luke 6: 12 – 26 
Wednesday: Wisdom of Solomon 4: 16 – 5: 8;   Colossians 1: 24 – 2: 7;  Luke 6: 27 – 38 

Thursday:  Wisdom of Solomon 5: 9 – 23;   Colossians 2: 8 – 23;   Luke 6: 39 – 49 

Friday:  Wisdom of Solomon 6: 12 – 23;   Colossians 3: 1 – 11;   Luke 7: 1 – 17  

Saturday:  Wisdom of Solomon 7: 1 – 14 (22 – 8:1); Colossians 3: 12 – 17;   Luke 7: 18 – 28 (29-30) 

31 – 35 

(The readings from Wisdom of Solomon are to be found in the Apocrypha.) 
 

The Collect applies to both Morning and Evening Prayer  
O God, the light of whose truth stretches out to those who go astray, that they may return to the path of 

righteousness: give your grace to all who profess themselves Christians, that they may cast out what is 

harmful, and pursue all that gives life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  

 

 

Each day we pray for:  

 The world: people, governments and leaders of the countries and specific issues 

arising in the news. Issues relating to social justice, peace, suffering and creation. 

And of course at this time for the devastating global covid-19 crisis.  

 Our wider church, the SEC, our diocese, individual churches.  

 Our community – residents in our area. For those with no faith, we pray for their 

introduction to the Christian faith, and for those with faith, that their faith may 

develop further.  

 Those known to us who are unwell or in need.  

 Our own church communities.  

 
 


