
D 
EAR FRIENDS, as we journey through this Easter 

season, we hear of more encounters that the 

disciples have with the resurrected Jesus. I hope 
that these readings, prayers and reflections make a 

connection with you and fill you with Easter hope. 

 

Collect  

O  GOD, who, in the death and resurrection of 

your Son, have raised up this fallen world: 
may we and all your people, whom you have saved 

from the gates of everlasting death, rejoice in your 

eternal presence; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen 
 

Readings 

Acts 3: 12 – 19 

1 John 3: 1 – 7 

Luke 24: 36b – 48 

 
Reflection 

H 
I GUYS, IT’S ME. Hang on, there’s no need to 

freak out just because you weren’t expecting 

me. Have a look at my wounds if you don’t believe 

me. Oh, and by the way is there any supper left 
over? That’s one way to walk in on your friends who 

are grieving because they thought you were dead 

and all the hope they had invested in you had gone 

up in smoke. But all Jesus was doing was bearing 

witness to the reality of 

his resurrection – to the 
fact that all he had told 

them about what was 

going to happen to him 

was real. 

 
What do we bear witness 

to? What are we happy to 

bear witness to? Why do 

we find it particularly 

hard to bear witness to 

our faith?  
 

The reality is we bear 

witness all the time, 

whether it is to our 

favourite cookery writer, 

football team, author, artist, composer, pop group, 

television programme. You name it, we bear witness 

to it, and it doesn’t matter whether we have all the 
facts at our fingertips, we will still vigorously defend 

our opinion, our judgement. We are bearing witness 

all the time in our everyday conversations 

 

Yet most of us are much more defensive when it 

comes to bearing witness to our faith. Look at 
Jesus’ closest disciples. There they were, hiding 

away out of sight, dismissing as idle talk the 

testimony from the women who had witnessed the 

resurrection and probably equally incredulous at 

the story of the two disciples who had rushed back 
from Emmaus. 

 

It didn’t make sense to the disciples People didn’t 

rise from the dead – conveniently forgetting Lazarus 

and the others Jesus had raised. So when Jesus 

suddenly turned up in their midst, it was hardly 
surprising they were terrified. But what helped 

them make sense of it all and helped them calm 

down?  

 

It wasn’t just the words of peace or even the 
unpacking of the Scriptures that did the trick. More 

than anything it was the reality of Jesus’ physical 

body. Bones they could feel, wounds they could see 

and touch – not that we know whether any of them 

actually took Jesus up on his 

offer to check them out. A man 
with teeth who could eat fish. 

The impossible had proved to 

be possible. 

 

All of Jesus’ post-resurrection 
appearances, and the Gospel 

writers tell us of many, are 

based on the physical, on skin 

and bones, on hands and feet, 

on scars, on cooked breakfasts, 

on shared bread. This was no 
apparition appearing in visions. 

The Resurrection Jesus is as 

physical as the Incarnational 

Jesus, and that matters 

precisely because we are 
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physical beings as well as 

spiritual beings. 

And it matters even more at this 
particular time, one of the most 

extraordinary periods in human 

history when millions of bodies 

have proved defenceless against 

an aggressive virus, just as 

Jesus’ body proved defenceless 
against violence and cruelty. We 

have lived through a time when 

interaction for hundreds of 

millions of people has been become virtual, confined 

to phones and screens. Even families and friends 
have in effect become disembodied 

 

Which is why Luke’s emphasis on the physical 

reality of the resurrected Jesus, his embodiment if 

you like, seems especially pertinent this year. And 

which is precisely why we need to bear witness to 
the fact that we have a God who knows from 

experience just how fragile our bodies are, how 

scarred and wounded our bodies are – whether 

visibly or invisibly. We need to bear witness to the 

fact that the story doesn’t end here. As the Epistle 
tells us What we will be has not yet been revealed. 

 

It would be dishonest to 

pretend we can explain the 

Resurrection in all its 

fulness. We can’t, it’s 
ultimately a mystery even to 

those who have spent a 

lifetime studying it. It’s not 

that we disbelieve that 

Jesus rose from the dead, 
rather that we try to limit it 

to what we can understand 

and control. Because we have an understandable 

tendency to be afraid of what we don’t understand 

and what we can’t control. And we certainly can’t 

control or understand God – if we could, would he 
even be a God who could save us? But we can and 

do try to be more Christlike, insomuch as we 

understand what that means. 

 

But that may be the wrong way of looking at it. The 
story of the Scriptures, and indeed the resurrection 

itself, is not about our spiritual improvement, it’s 

actually about how God comes looking for us, to 

encounter us where we are. The picture of Jesus’ 

whole life is of God taking on human form so that 

we would know that God accepts us as we are, loves 
us as we are, redeems as we are, resurrects us as 

we are.  

 

Yes, he starts exactly where we are, he doesn’t 

waste time hanging around for us to become the 

person he wants us to be. The only way for God to 
get us anywhere near being the finished article is to 

start where he finds us. If it’s good enough for God, 

it’s good enough for us. Isn’t that worth bearing 

witness to?   

Rev Peter 

Prayers 

A  PRAYER OF 

THANKS that at 
long last we can 

visit our families 

living anywhere in 

Scotland (as long 

as we can get back the same day), 

that our teenagers are finally 
returning full-time to school, that 

the economy is doing better than 

expected, even that we can enjoy 

better, albeit chilly, weather. All the sort of things 

that give us hope. We pray these glimpses of 
renewed life, so appropriate for Eastertide, will grow 

in abundance. May we become the Easter people we 

are called to be.  

We pray for leaders around the world that they 

would seek the common good and work for the 

benefit of all the people they are serving and not 
just those who share their views. We pray for 

COVID vaccination supplies to be shared equitably 

around the world and for infections and deaths from 

the pandemic to start falling everywhere, especially 

in India 
 

We pray for the Church worldwide in this Easter 

season especially those who are persecuted for their 

faith. For our Scottish Episcopal Church, for our 

College of Bishops, in particular Mark our Primus, 
John our Bishop, for Christine our Rector as she 

prepares to resume work after her short holiday and 

for all who lead and guide us.  

We pray for Rev Ruth Innes and those from our 

church families who have asked for our prayers.  
 

From St Columba’s: Rose MacLaren, Anne 

MacMillan, Janet Sinnet, Brian Knotts, Howard 

Spencer, Lorna Aitken, Kath Stutt, Anthea & Katie 
McAlpin, Geoffrey Gerrard, Doug and Pat Laurie, 

Young Harry, Paul & Janice Moffat and Elma 

Webster.  
 

And from St Peter’s: Cisley Moss, Michael Patrick 
(Ruthie’s friend), Peter McOwan, Harry and Connie 

Payne, Rita Manion (David’s mother), Annie Gibbs 

(Olivia Moss’s future mother-in-law), Joe Lavery, 

Ronnie Adams, Bob Philip (Andy’s father), Dot 

Pringle, Brenda Cook, Father John, Ruthie Cadell, 

David Szkudlarek, Jan Robson and Corinne 
Anderson; and for all their families.  
 

We pray for the souls of those who have died in 

recent days and for all who mourn, remembering 
especially Henry Taylor, Karen Small’s father, whose 

funeral is at Perth Crematorium this Friday (April 

16th). And we remember those connected with our 

church families whose anniversary of death falls at 

this time.  
 

From St Columba’s: Jane Waugh, Maggie 
Woodward, Canon John Montgomery and Luise 

Montgomery.  
 

From St Peter’s: Robert Ireland, Mary Lavery, 
David Robb and Irene Hawkins.  

 



Blessing  

T 
HE GOD OF PEACE, who brought 

again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the 

sheep, through the blood of the eternal 

covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 

do his will, working in you that which is well-

pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

 

Notices  

D 
EAR FRIENDS, Tuesday this week was a good 

day with news that travel restrictions across 
Scotland have been eased substantially, putting 

family visits firmly back on the agenda.  All pupils 

will be back in school full time from Monday, 

adding to the sense that things are getting closer to 

what might be considered normal. We have settled 

back into the routine of being back in church, even 
if in smaller numbers than we would all like. 

Christine returns from her well-earned holiday on 

Monday. The guidelines we will be operating under 

are as before – the wearing of masks, sanitising of 

hands, remaining seated in church at 2 metre 
distances and no singing yet and for St Peter’s 

please book your seat. Spaces, as we all remember 

from the autumn, are very limited, so families in 

particular would be well advised to book early with 

Jane Ramsay before we run out of spaces. 

 
Services for the coming week:  

3rd Sunday of Easter  

St Peter’s @ 9.30am (Zoomed live) and St Columba’s 

@11.15am. 

(The National Anthem will be played at the start 
of each service as a mark of respect following 

the funeral of Prince Philip on Saturday.)  

Tuesday 20th St Peter’s Eucharist @ 10.30am  

Wednesday 21st St Columba’s Eucharist @ 10.30. 

Zoom Prayer Room @ 11.30am  

Thursday 22nd Zoom Morning Prayer @ 9am  
Monday – Friday Mission to Seafarers Scotland 

Zoom Compline @ 7pm. 

 

Sunday April 25th is Sea Sunday and Rev Tim 

Tunley will be preaching in both churches and also 
presiding at St Peter’s. We look forward to hearing 

about the great work Mission to Seafarers has been 

up to in these very difficult times. 
 

Rev Peter is planning to run a six-week series on 

the Parables, starting on Friday April 30, running 

until June 11 – there will be no session on May 28. 

As with the Good Shepherd and the most recent 

Advent and Lent studies, it will be at 3pm on Zoom. 

Please let him know by email, mobile, WhatsApp or 
in person if you have any particular parables you’d 

like him to try and unpack. He’s had two 

suggestions so far. 

 
A reminder of St Columba’s opening 

arrangements. The church will be 
maintaining a 2m separation between 
people (unless they are buddies).  

You will be required to:  
· Wear masks and take them home for disposal  
· Hand Sanitise on arrival in the vestibule area  
· Give name and contact phone number on entry to the 
church. (The sides person will record it on the computer)  
· Follow the sides person’s instruction as to where to sit.  
· At the end of the service remain seated until instructed 
to leave via the meeting room.  
· Sanitise hand on way out (sanitiser opposite toilet doors 
by fire alarm). The accessible toilet will be open but 
please follow the one-way system and follow the 
instructions for sanitising before and after use.  
 

A reminder of St Peter’s opening arrangements. Please 
let Jane Ramsay know by Thursday of each week if you 
would like to attend the service on either Sunday or 

Tuesday mornings.  Accessible entry is available, and all 
the safety and cleaning measures that were operational 
before this most recent lockdown remain in place. Please 
also contact Jane on 843176 if you require to enter the 
church for any reason outwith the service times.  Thank 
you. 
 
As we journey ever closer to Easter a reminder of the 
BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL. This year Bishop John has 
selected the ‘Together in Unity Appeal’, set up by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to support virus prevention 
and emergency relief for vulnerable communities across 
the Anglican Communion. Please make any donations 
before Sunday April 25 when the appeal closes. Here is 
the Link to a message from Bishop John regarding his 
appeal: https://edinburgh.anglican.org/2021/02/
bishops-lent-appeal-2021/ 
 
Thank you to those who have already contributed and 
following is a reminder of how to do so while our 
churches remain closed. St Peter’s have a Just Giving 
Campaign for those who wish to contribute on line and St 
Columba’s are invited to contribute in this way too if they 
wish. Contributions can be made by going to: https://

justgiving.com/campaign/St-Peterslentappeal.  
Alternatively, those who wish to contribute can use 

Internet banking: St Peter’s: into St Peter's bank account, 
with the reference "LENT": Bank of Scotland, Linlithgow 
Sort Code: 80-17-37 Account St Peter's Episcopal Church 
No. 00293233. St Columba’s: St Columba’s bank 
account, with the reference "LENT": Royal Bank of 
Scotland, Account: St Columba’s Episcopal Church 
Bathgate Sort Code: 83-16-05 account no: 00213096. 
 
For those who don’t do Internet banking: For St Peter’s: a 
cheque payable to "St Peter's Episcopal Church" to John 
Aitken, Sulisker, Boghall, Linlithgow EH49 7GR will be 
most welcome. Or you can pop it, in the form of cash or a 
cheque, through Judy Goldfinch's letterbox at 1 Royal 
Terrace. You should write "Lent Appeal" on the back, so 
that Judy knows what it is for. And for St Columba’s: a 
cheque, payable to "St Columba's Episcopal Church" to 
Ron Buchanan, 14 Hope Park Gardens, Bathgate EH48 
2QU, or drop it, in the form of cash or a cheque, through 
his letterbox. Please mark it "Lent Appeal” on the back.  
 

From Palm Sunday we will be back in church and 

envelopes can be brought to church, again marked 

“Lent appeal”. 
 
 

St Columba’s are holding a Zoom Quiz night on 

Friday the 30th April @7.30pm. 

A new Quiz Master for the night Andrew Gerrard. 4 
rounds of 10 questions — one general knowledge 



Clergy contact numbers: 
Rev Christine – 07964175914; 01334769303  

Rev Peter Woodifield – 07747023108 

 

 

Rector’s Wardens contact numbers: 

David Graham Service – 07901947345 

Jane Ramsay - 07982252666 

and 3 others a mystery. So please do join in and see if you have better luck with Andrew’s questions as 

David will be back in our next Zoom Social in June. 

An open invitation to St Peters so please do join in if you can. The code will be added to the Zoom code 
list. 

Meeting ID: 917 8033 3704  Passcode: 160692 
 

Pastoral visits – now that the weather is getting warmer, I look forward to being able to meet people in 

their gardens or for a socially distanced walk.  And as the weather can be so unpredictable the telephone 
suffices for conversations from the comfort of our homes.  If you would like a chat, please do call Peter or 

myself and be assured that we continue to hold you all in our prayers.  

Rev Christine 

 

SEC Morning, Evening and Night Prayer Liturgies 

 
Morning, Evening and Night Prayer daily liturgies are available at:  

www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices  

 

Rev Christine and Rev Peter will be saying Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer each day in their own 

homes and invite you to join in from yours. On Thursday mornings they will be sharing virtual service via 

Zoom. If you would like to join in, the link every week will be https://us02web.zoom.us/j/756114372?
pwd=ZXpMWndaY210empVY1daL09paGlwZz09  

Any queries please contact Rev Peter pw@woodifield.com   

 

For the coming week beginning Sunday 18th April we enter into the week of 3 Easter 
*If you have a paper version of the big blue Prayer Book, for  
Morning Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 23. Follow the psalm set for the 

day in Set 1. Follow the Benedictus antiphon set for the day.  
 

Evening Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 58.  

*If you want to do it online by far the easiest way to do it is to click 
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/ which is updated three times a day 

for Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline 
 

*If you just want to do the readings and collect for each day they are as follows. (The online version of 

Morning Prayer uses the first two readings and Evening Prayer the third, the Gospel.)  
 

Sunday:  Haggai 1: 13 – 2: 9;  1 Corinthians 3: 10 – 17;  John 2: 13 – 22    

Monday:  Daniel 4: 4 – 27;   1 John 3: 19 – 4: 6;   Luke 4: 14 – 30 

Tuesday:  Daniel 4: 28– 37;  1 John 4: 7 – 21;   Luke 4: 31 – 37 

Wednesday: Daniel 5: 1 – 12;  1 John 5: 1 – 12;   Luke 4: 38 – 44 
Thursday:  Daniel 5: 13 – 31;  1 John 5: 13 – 20 (21):  Luke 5: 1 – 11 

Friday:  Daniel 6: 1 – 15;   2 John: 1 – 13;    Luke 5: 12 – 26  

Saturday:  Daniel 6: 16 – 28;  3 John: 1 – 15;    Luke 5: 27 – 39 

 

The Collect applies to both Morning and Evening Prayer 

O God, who, in the death and resurrection of your Son, have raised up this fallen world: may we and all 
your people, whom you have saved from the gates of everlasting death, rejoice in your eternal presence; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

world without end.  
 

Each day we pray for:  

 The world: people, governments and leaders of the countries and specific issues arising in the news. 

Issues relating to social justice, peace, suffering and creation. And of course at this time for the 

devastating global covid-19 crisis.  

 Our wider church, the SEC, our diocese, individual churches.  

 Our community – residents in our area. For those with no faith, we pray for their introduction to the 

Christian faith, and for those with faith, that their faith may develop further.  

 Those known to us who are unwell or in need.  

 Our own church communities.  

 
 


