
D 
EAR FRIENDS, as we journey through this 

Easter season, we hear of the encounters that 

the disciples have with the resurrected Jesus.  I 
hope that these readings, prayers and reflections 

make a connection with you and fill you with 

Easter hope. 

 

Collect 

A 
LMIGHTY GOD: in your great goodness, grant 
that we, as pilgrims through the Easter 

mysteries, may hold them fast in our lives;  through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord,  who lives and reigns with 

you,  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  one God, world 

without end. Amen 
 

Readings 

Acts 4: 32 – 35 

1 John 1: 1 – 2:2 

John 20: 19 – 31 

 
Reflection 

O ver the past 8½ years I have learned to drive 

the twists and turns of the top road over the 

Bathgate Hills, but it is rather different in the dark 

as there are no cats’ eyes and I have to drive in a 
different way especially if it is foggy.  And I always 

know when I am behind someone who doesn’t know 

the road as they don’t behave with the same 

confidence, and quite rightly too! 

 

And if we put ourselves 
into the shoes of the early 

Christian believers they 

too behaved differently 

after the Resurrection, 

they trusted that God is 
light and that everyone 

can share in the 

companionship of this 

light and freedom with the 

living God.   

 
In our reading from Acts 

we are shown a few 

snapshots of how this was 

lived out in practice for 

the early believers.  We 

find them united in a common purpose, without 

petty squabbling, and being prepared the share 

their possessions; individual belongings no longer 
seem important to them as their concern for each 

other’s needs takes over.  And central to all if this is 

the fact that they are still excited and amazed by 

the Resurrection; they are conscious of the risen 

Jesus living among them in person. 

 
So, the question for us, living almost 2 millennia 

later is, do we as Christian communities live with 

that conviction now, or has the Resurrection turned 

into history for us? 

 
Do the Easter readings light up our faith each time 

we hear them, changed as we have been in the 

twelve-month period since the last time?  Rather 

like turning up the thermostat on the heating; so 

that instead of just the quiet steady pilot light 

burning away, the whole boiler bursts into action! 
 

For the risen Jesus walks into any gathering at any 

era, even those who have locked themselves in as 

we have done for much of this past year.  And the 

meeting with Thomas, a week after the others have 
met with Jesus, clearly shows us that he is quite 

prepared to meet with us right where we are, 

addressing our particular fears, doubts and 

misgivings and leading us at a pace we can cope 

with, on into the fullness of faith. 

 
The road we have been 

travelling on this past 

year was, and still is, 

unknown, coronavirus 

is such an 
unpredictable virus 

that we don’t know the 

twists and turns that it 

will take us on or the 

potholes it will plunge 

us into.  Our trust, our 
faith in God has been 

what we have held 

onto, or tried to hold 

onto on this roller 

coaster journey hasn’t 
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it?  Yes, we have cried out ‘where are you God?’ and 

‘why can’t we hear you?’  And our ever-faithful God 

is his own timescale has guided us to where we are 
today.  

 

Of course, we all have to 

overcome our self-doubts, 

to search for our truths, 

and as Christians we live 
lives of faith in God whom 

we meet in the risen 

Christ, in spite of our 

doubts and our fears and 

our failings, and not just 
at Eastertide but each and 

every day.   

 

This is all we can offer the world and each other - a 

share in God who pitches his tent among us, who 

moves towards, comes alongside those who doubt 
and those who suffer, in compassion and healing.  

And with a love that never let’s go and as Thomas’s 

experience shows us Jesus never leaves us behind, 

in his kindness he makes sure that we see what we 

need to believe.  Amen. 
 

Prayers 

A  prayer for this time as 

restrictions on our lives begin to 

lift: when this is over, may we never 

again take for granted a handshake 
with a stranger, full shelves at the 

supermarket, conversations with 

neighbours.  A crowded theatre, 

Friday night out, the taste of 

communion, a routine check-up.  The school run 
each morning, coffee with a friend, each deep 

breath, a boring Monday.  Life itself. 

When this ends, may we find that we have become 

more like the people we wanted to be, we were 

called to be, we hoped to be.  And may we stay 

that way – better for each other because of what we 
have come through. 
 

We pray for the Church worldwide in this Easter 

season especially those who are persecuted for their 

faith. For our Scottish Episcopal Church, for our 
College of Bishops, in particular Mark our Primus, 

John our Bishop, and for all who lead and guide 

us. 
 

We pray for Rev Ruth Innes and those from our 

church families who have asked for our prayers.  
 

From St Columba’s: Rose MacLaren, Anne 

MacMillan, Janet Sinnet, Brian Knotts, Howard 

Spencer, Lorna Aitken, Kath Stutt, Anthea & Katie 

McAlpin, Geoffrey Gerrard, Doug and Pat Laurie, 

Young Harry, Paul &Janice Moffat and Elma 

Webster. 
 

And from St Peter’s: Cisley Moss, Michael Patrick 
(Ruthie’s friend), Peter McOwan, Harry and Connie 

Payne, Rita Manion (David’s mother), Annie Gibbs 

(Olivia Moss’s future mother-in-law), Joe Lavery, 

Ronnie Adams, Bob Philip (Andy’s father), Dot 

Pringle, Brenda Cook, Father John, Ruthie Cadell, 

David Szkudlarek and Jan Robson; and for all their 

families. 

We pray for the souls of those who have died in 
recent days and for all who mourn. And we 

remember those connected with our church 

families whose anniversary of death falls at this 

time. 
 

From St Columba’s: Jessie, Wallace and Charles 
Morrison. 
 

From St Peter’s: Delma Mackenzie, Laurie Cook, 

Jenny Pickwell, Baby Leanne Paul and Bob Nelson. 

 

Blessing 

T 
HE GOD OF PEACE, who brought again 

from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 

great shepherd of the sheep, through the 

blood of the eternal covenant, make you 

perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is well-
pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of 

God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.   

Rev Christine  

 

Notices 

D 
EAR FRIENDS, Happy Easter to 

you all.  Last weekend we 

marked the three days of the Easter 

Triduum, in church or via Zoom 

from the evening of Maundy 
Thursday to Easter Day, telling the 

story of Jesus’ saving action.  On 

Easter Day we celebrated the major 

feast day in our church year as well 

as we could, and it was great given 

all of the restrictions of this time.   
But boy, didn’t we miss the singing!  A huge thank 

you to all who 

worked so hard in 

the preparation for 

these services. The 
images here show 

our Easter Gardens 

in church, and our 

Easter messages to 

the world outside.  Ayla and Jacob with their nana 

Jackie created St Columba’s stunning garden with 
the blue sky and bright sun.   
 

Out in the garden Pam’s 

family had made a 

beautiful Easter banner.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jim 
created the poster at the front 

door with the reminder that God’s 

love is for everyone.  

 



In St Peter’s Fraya and her 

mum Ruth built a beautiful 

garden that attracted Easter 
bunnies and Yasmine’s 

wonderful painting out on the 

pavement display tells out the 

Easter message of hope.  

 
Services for the coming week: 
2nd Sunday of Easter  

St Peter’s @ 9.30am (Zoomed live) and St Columba’s 

@11.15am 

Tuesday 13th St Peter’s Eucharist @ 10.30am 

Wednesday 14th St Columba’s Eucharist @ 10.30.  
Zoom Prayer Room @ 11.30am 

Thursday 15th Zoom Morning Prayer @ 9am 

Monday – Friday Mission to Seafarers Scotland 

Zoom Compline @ 7pm. 

 

A reminder of St Columba’s opening 
arrangements  

The church will be maintaining a 2m 

separation between people (unless 

they are buddies). You will be 

required to:  
· Wear masks and take them home 

for disposal  

· Hand Sanitise on arrival in the 

vestibule area  

· Give name and contact phone number on entry to 

the church. (The sides person will record it on the 
computer) 

· Follow the sides person’s instruction as to where 

to sit.  

· At the end of the service remain seated until 

instructed to leave via the meeting room.  
· Sanitise hands on way out (sanitiser opposite 

toilet doors by fire alarm). 
 

The accessible toilet will be open but please follow 

the one-way system and follow the instructions for 

sanitising before and after use.  
 

A reminder of St Peter’s opening arrangements  

Please let Jane Ramsay know by Thursday of each 

week if you would like to attend the service on 

either Sunday or Tuesday mornings. Accessible 

entry is available, and all the safety and cleaning 
measures that were operational before this most 

recent lockdown remain in place. Please also 

contact Jane on 843176 if you require to enter the 

church for any reason out with the service times. 

Thank you.  
 

Bishop’s John’s Lent appeal will close on 

Sunday 25th April. A huge thank you to all who 

have contributed so far. A reminder of the very 
worthy cause our diocese is supporting this year: 

‘Together in Unity Appeal’, set up by the Archbishop 

of Canterbury to support virus prevention and 

emergency relief for vulnerable communities across 

the Anglican Communion. Here is the Link to a 

message from Bishop John regarding his appeal: 
https:// edinburgh.anglican.org/2021/02/ bishops

-lent-appeal-2021/ For those who would still like to 

contribute there a number of ways to do so.  
 

In our churches from this Sunday envelopes can be 
brought to church, marked “Lent appeal”. Sending 

cheques: for St Peter’s: a cheque payable to "St 

Peter's Episcopal Church" to John Aitken, Sulisker, 

Boghall, Linlithgow EH49 7GR will be most 

welcome. Or you can pop it, in the form of cash or a 
cheque, through Judy Goldfinch's letterbox at 1 

Royal Terrace. You should write "Lent Appeal" on 

the back, so that Judy knows what it is for. 
 

For St Columba’s: a cheque, payable to "St 

Columba's Episcopal Church" to Ron Buchanan, 14 
Hope Park Gardens, Bathgate EH48 2QU, or drop 

it, in the form of cash or a cheque, through his 

letterbox. Please mark it "Lent Appeal” on the back. 
 

St Peter’s have a Just Giving Campaign for those 

who wish to contribute on line and St Columba’s 
are invited to contribute in this way too if they 

wish. Contributions can be made by going to: 

https:// justgiving.com/campaign/St-

Peterslentappeal.  
 

For those who use Internet banking: 
 

St Peter’s: into St Peter's bank account, with the 

reference "LENT": Bank of Scotland, Linlithgow 

Account St Peter's Episcopal Church, Sort Code: 80

-17-37 Account No. 00293233.  
 

St Columba’s: St Columba’s bank account, with 

the reference "LENT": Royal Bank of Scotland, 

Account: St Columba’s Episcopal Church Bathgate. 
Sort Code: 83-16-05 Account No: 00213096.  

 

Thank you to everyone who knitted, crocheted or 

have sewn butterflies. We had lots to share at St 

Peter’s.  And I still have a bunch of pipe cleaners to 
start us off for next year! 

 

I am taking next week off to recharge my batteries 

and tackle my garden in Cupar as well as taking my 

mum out for a few trips in the car looking for spring 

lambs.  Rev Peter and my two trusty wardens Jane 
and David are on hand if needed.  
 

Rev Christine  

 
Rev Peter is planning to run a six week series on 

the Parables, starting on Friday April 30, running 

until June 11 – there will be no session on May 28. 

As with the Good Shepherd and the most recent 

Advent and Lent studies, it will be at 3pm on Zoom. 
Please let him know by email, mobile, WhatApp or 

in person if you have any particular parables you’d 

like him to try and unpack. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Clergy contact numbers: 
Rev Christine – 07964175914; 01334769303  

Rev Peter Woodifield – 07747023108 

 

 

Rector’s Wardens contact numbers: 

David Graham Service – 07901947345 

Jane Ramsay - 07982252666 

SEC Morning, Evening and Night Prayer Liturgies 

 

Morning, Evening and Night Prayer daily liturgies are available at:  
www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices  

 

Rev Christine and Rev Peter will be saying Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer each day in their own 

homes and invite you to join in from yours. On Thursday mornings they will be sharing virtual service via 

Zoom. If you would like to join in, the link every week will be https://us02web.zoom.us/j/756114372?

pwd=ZXpMWndaY210empVY1daL09paGlwZz09  
Any queries please contact Rev Peter pw@woodifield.com 

 

For the coming week beginning Sunday 11th April we enter into the week of  2 Easter 
 

*If you have a paper version of the big blue Prayer Book, for  

Morning Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 23. Follow the psalm set for the 
day in Set 1. Follow the Benedictus antiphon set for the day.  
 

Evening Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 58.  

*If you want to do it online by far the easiest way to do it is to click 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/ which is updated three times a day 

for Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline 
 

*If you just want to do the readings and collect for each day they are as follows. (The online version of 

Morning Prayer uses the first two readings and Evening Prayer the third, the Gospel.)  
 

Sunday:  Daniel 6: (1 – 5), 6 – 23;  1 Corinthians 5: 6b – 8;  Mark 15: 46 – 16:8    

Monday:  Daniel 1: 1 – 21;    1 John 1: 1 – 10;   John 17: 1 – 11 

Tuesday:  Daniel 2: 1– 16;    1 John 2: 1 – 11;   John 17: 12 – 19 

Wednesday: Daniel 2: 17 – 30;   1 John 2: 12 – 17;   John 17: 20 – 26 

Thursday:  Daniel 2: 31 – 49;   1 John 2: 18 – 29:   Luke 3: 1 – 14 
Friday:  Daniel 3: 1 – 18;    1 John 3: 1 – 10;   Luke 3: 15 – 22  

Saturday:  Daniel 3: 19 – 4: 3;   1 John 3: 11 – 18;   Luke 4: 1 – 13 

 

The Collect applies to both Morning and Evening Prayer.  

Almighty God: in your great goodness, grant that we, as pilgrims through the Easter mysteries, may hold 
them fast in our lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  
 

Each day we pray for:  

 The world: people, governments and leaders of the countries and specific issues arising in the news. 

Issues relating to social justice, peace, suffering and creation. And of course at this time for the 

devastating global covid-19 crisis.  

 Our wider church, the SEC, our diocese, individual churches.  

 Our community – residents in our area. For those with no faith, we pray for their introduction to the 

Christian faith, and for those with faith, that their faith may develop further.  

 Those known to us who are unwell or in need.  

 Our own church communities.  

 
 


