
A 
LLELUIA, Christ is risen.  I wish you a very 

Happy Easter.  And in these continuing 

uncertain times may the readings, reflection and 
prayers touch your hearts and fill you with 

resurrection hope.     

 

Collect 

A 
LMIGHTY GOD, who, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have overcome death and opened the 
gates of eternal life: grant that we, who celebrate 

with joy the day of his resurrection, may be raised 

from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end.  

 

Readings 

Acts 10: 34 – 45 

1 Corinthians 15: 1 – 11 

Mark 16: 1 - 8 
 

Reflection 

“So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror 
and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” 
 

T his is the closing line of Jesus’ resurrection 

story in Mark's 

Gospel. So different 

from John’s version 

with its poignant 
portrayal of Mary 

Magdalene mistaking 

Jesus for a gardener, 

and of Jesus 

commissioning Mary 
to become an ‘apostle 

to the apostles’ who 

shares the incredible 

news of the 

resurrections with the 

disciples and their 
friends. 

In contrast, Mark’s 

version is disquieting 
for we don’t get even a 

glimpse of the risen Jesus and Peter and the 

disciples are nowhere to be seen.  The response of 

Mary and her two companions to the young man in 
white robes who tells them that Jesus has been 

raised from the dead is alarm, terror and 

amazement not joy. The angel’s announcement of 

Good News inspires neither belief nor 

transformation, rather we witness fear, flight and 

silence.   

Today, Christian communities around the world 

celebrate Easter, the high point of our church year, 

but with the ongoing pandemic many won’t be 
meeting face to face as we are and none of us will 

be celebrating in the traditions that we cherish.  

And we proclaim that Christ is risen, he is risen 

indeed; we do so in the shadow of the millions of 

our brothers and sisters worldwide who have lost 
their lives to covid, and the ongoing implications for 

people’s lives be it financial, health, injustice and 

uncertainty.    

Throughout this past year Peter and I have reflected 

again and again on how scripture and the church 

seasons have spoken into this time of covid and as 

time has passed on the enormity of what humanity 

has been called to endure.  Night by night we have 
witnessed on our TV screens the loss of life on a 

scale that is 

unimaginable and as 

time has gone on, we 

are weary, we are 

bewildered and sad.  
Maybe this Easter we 

need to put ourselves 

back into Mark’s 

account of the 

resurrecting, to hear 
the words of the angel 

at the tomb. Maybe we, 

like the women in his 

story, need time to sit 

with the terror and the 

amazement of what 
happens when God’s 

incomprehensible work 

of redemption meets us 

real time in the 
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bewilderment of our lives right now.   

Maybe this Easter we need to allow 

Easter to take root within us just as 

the seeds of new life come to life 

beneath the earth, a process of 

transformation that is hidden from 
our eyes, with a timeline of its own.  

For every year spring is shrouded in 

mystery and the tender new life 

breaks through and new life 

emerges.   

Each of the gospel accounts of the 

resurrection records that the event 

happened in total darkness, no 
human witnessed it, no sunlight illuminated it, 

even now millennia later no human narrative can 

contain it.  The resurrection exceeds all of our 

endeavours to contain it.  Whatever happened lies 

in holy darkness and shielded from our eyes.  All 

that we can know is that somehow, in an ancient 
tomb, God worked in secret to bring life out of 

death, somehow, from the heart of loss and misery, 

God enacted salvation.   

The great theologian William Barclay said ‘one thing 

is certain – if Jesus had not risen from the dead, we 

would never have heard of him.  The attitude of the 

women was that they had come to play the last 

tribute to a dead body.  The attitude of the disciples 
was that everything had finished in tragedy.  By far 

the best proof of the resurrection is the existence of 

the Christian Church.  Nothing else could have 

changed sad and despairing men and women into 

people radiant with joy and aflame with courage.  

The resurrection is the central fact of the whole 
Christian faith’. 

Mark’s version of the story honours the mystery, it 
doesn’t rush to explanation, to proof, to joy.  Of 

course, Mark’s Gospel goes on to tell us in the 

verses after our reading that the women at the 

tomb waited before they spoke, they led with 

wounded awe, not premature consolation.  And 

then they followed the angel’s command to ‘go’ and 
tell Jesus’ disciples and Peter.   

The Good news is that the 

tomb is empty.  Death is 
vanquished.  Jesus 

lives.  Period.  We are not in 

charge of Easter; God is.   

This Easter may we sit in 

the gap between God’s all sufficient work and our 

struggles to make sense of it.  May we cling to the 

resurrection even if we don’t know what to do with 

death’s ongoing cruelty in the world.  May we trust 
that Jesus reigns even when we cannot 

comprehend what his kingdom might look like.  

May we believe that all things will be well even if we 

don’t understand why they are not well now. 

Saint Anselm of Canterbury’s motto for the 

Christian life - “faith seeking understanding” - has 

helped Christians down the ages to hold on and 

wait in the light of the life they 

are living in. And it is often in the 

rear view of life that we see God’s 
hand at work, of his opening our 

hearts to understanding.  RS 

Thomas in his poem ‘The Answer’ 

describes the process "There have 

been times/when, after long on 

my knees/ in a cold chancel, a 
stone has rolled/from my mind, 

and I have looked/in and seen 

the old questions lie/ folded and 

in a place/by themselves, like the 

piled/graveclothes of love’s risen 
body." 

We know from the complete witness of the four 

Gospels that the frightened silence of the women on 
Easter morning eventually gave way to 

proclamation.  Their alarm subsided, their courage 

deepened, their trauma healed, and their 

amazement grew.  They learned how to choose 

hope.  They learned how to make the story their 

own, and as they did, the story blossomed and 
grew.  Joy came.  Faith came.  Peace came.  Love 

came.  And slowly, the glorious truth of a 

conquered grave and a risen Messiah made its way 

from their emboldened lips to every corner of the 

world.  The story didn’t depend on them.  But 
it changed them, and as they changed, the world 

around them changed, too. 

Let us receive the good news of the Resurrection 
slowly, hold it, savour and ponder it for it will wait 

for us even if we cannot bear the great truth right 

now.  Christ has given it to us, it is ours.  Amen. 

Prayers 

R 
ISEN CHRIST, you turned Mary’s 

tears into joy; turn our tears 

into joy.  Risen Christ, you turned 

the travellers’ despair into hope; turn 
our despair into hope.  Risen Christ, 

you turned the disciples’ fears into 

boldness; turn our fears into 

boldness.  Risen Christ, you turned 

an empty catch into fullness; turn our empty 

routines into fullness.  Risen Christ, you turned 
Thomas’ unbelief into trust; turn our unbelief into 

trust. 

We give thanks for continued falling of covid 

hospitalisations and deaths and for the small lifting 

of the restrictions on our lives in the coming days.  
We continue to pray for the leaders to share the 

vaccinations fairly in order that all your children 

may receive them.  We pray for our nation as the 

Scottish Parliament elections draw nearer, for 

respect and a willingness to look to the greater good 

to be the drivers of the campaign.     
 

We pray for the Church worldwide in this Easter 

season especially those who are persecuted for their 

faith. For our Scottish Episcopal Church, for our 

College of Bishops, in particular Mark our Primus, 
John our Bishop, and for all who lead and guide 

us.  



We pray for Rev Ruth Innes and those from our 

church families who have asked for our prayers. 

From St Columba’s: Anne MacMillan, Janet Sinnet, 
Brian Knotts, Howard Spencer, Lorna Aitken, Kath 

Stutt, Pam Macdonald, Anthea & Katie McAlpin, 

Geoffrey Gerrard, Doug and Pat Laurie, Young 

Harry, Paul &Janice Moffat and Elma Webster. 

And from St Peter’s: Cicley Moss, Michael Patrick 

(Ruthie’s friend), Peter McOwan, Harry and Connie 
Payne, Rita Manion (David’s mother), Annie Gibbs 

(Olivia Moss’s future mother-in-law), Joe Lavery, 

Ronnie Adams, Bob Philip (Andy’s father), Dot 

Pringle, Brenda Cook, Father John, Ruthie Cadell, 

David Szkudlarek and Jan Robson; and for all their 
families.  

 

We pray for the souls of those who have died in 

recent days and for all who mourn. 

And we remember those connected with our church 

families whose anniversary of death falls at this 
time. 

From St Columba’s: Mary Clarke, Jean Ure and 

Norah Maclarch. 
 

And from St Peter’s: Minnie Johnstone, Sue 

Alford, Muriel Hegarty and Vera Tuplin.  

 
Blessing 

T 
HE GOD OF PEACE, who brought 

again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus, that great shepherd of the 

sheep, through the blood of the eternal 

covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which 

is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.     

Rev Christine  

 

Notices 

D 
EAR FRIENDS, Palm Sunday saw our two church 
doors open and people returning for public 

worship after almost three months.  It was 

wonderful to be back and although there are still so 

many restrictions and we were suffering from a 

little sleep deprivation the energy in our churches 

triumphed! 
 

By the time you are reading these notices we will be 

only a step away from Good Friday and Easter.  

May I wish you all a blessed Easter when it comes 

and for our children a good Easter break from 
school and home learning.    

 

 

Services over Easter and Easter Week 

Good Friday  

Good Friday Meditations in both St Columba’s and 
St Peter’s @ 12 noon 

Stations of the Cross Zoom Service from 2 – 3pm 

Easter Day 

St Peter’s @ 9.30am. This service will be live 

Zoomed. 
St Columba’s @ 11.15am.    

 

Easter Week   

Tuesday @ 10.30am  St Peter’s Midweek Eucharist 

Wednesday @ 10.30am   St Columba’s Midweek 
Eucharist  

 

Please do invite your friends to any of our Zoom 

services, especially this Easter. It would be helpful 

to let Peter and/or myself know if you think any are 

likely to want to join us – and please do ask them to 
identify themselves by their full name on Zoom to 

help avoid unwelcome visitors. Also please ask 

them not to pass on the link to anyone else. 

 

Rev Ruth Innes, who many will remember as your 
Rector before Rev Pip, has asked for our prayers as 

she undergoes procedures in the coming weeks to 

heal varices in her oesophagus.  This means that 

Ruth is stepping back from church duties for 6 

months, a decision which for those who know her 

won't have been taken lightly.  But given her other 
health conditions and her need to shield from Covid 

there wasn't much option.  Ruth knows that we will 

tuck her, and her sons Craig and Gareth - known 

by her as 'her boys' and her sister Carol, into our 

hearts.  And keep her congregation of St Fillan's in 
our prayers. 

 

A reminder of St Columba’s 

opening arrangements The church 

will be maintaining a 2m separation 

between people (unless they are 
buddies). You will be required to: 

· Wear masks and take them home 

for disposal 

· Hand Sanitise on arrival in the vestibule area 

· Give name and contact phone number on entry to 
the church. (The sides person will record it on the 

computer) 

· Follow the sides person’s instruction as to where 

to sit. 

· At the end of the service remain seated until 

instructed to leave via the meeting room. 
· Sanitise hands on way out (sanitiser opposite 

toilet doors by fire alarm). 

The accessible toilet will be open but please follow 

the one-way system and follow the instructions for 

sanitising before and after use. 
 

A reminder of St Peter’s opening arrangements 

Please let Jane Ramsay know by Thursday of each 

week if you would like to attend the service on 

either Sunday or Tuesday mornings. Accessible 

entry is available, and all the safety and cleaning 
measures that were operational before this most 

recent lockdown remain in place. Please also 

contact Jane on 843176 if you require to enter the 

church for any reason out with the service times.  

Thank you. 

 
Bishop’s John’s Lent appeal will close on Sunday 

25th April. A huge thank you to all who have 

contributed so far.  A reminder of the very worthy 

cause our diocese is supporting this year: ‘Together 

in Unity Appeal’, set up by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to support virus prevention and 



emergency relief for vulnerable communities across the Anglican Communion. Here is the Link to a 

message from Bishop John regarding his appeal:  

https:// edinburgh.anglican.org/2021/02/ bishops-lent-appeal-2021/ 
 

For those who would still like to contribute there a number of ways to do so: 
 

In our churches from this Sunday envelopes can be brought to church, marked “Lent appeal”. 

 

Sending cheques: for St Peter’s: a cheque payable to "St Peter's Episcopal Church" to John Aitken, 

Sulisker, Boghall, Linlithgow EH49 7GR will be most welcome. Or you can pop it, in the form of cash or a 
cheque, through Judy Goldfinch's letterbox at 1 Royal Terrace. You should write "Lent Appeal" on the 

back, so that Judy knows what it is for. 
 

For St Columba’s: a cheque, payable to "St Columba's Episcopal Church" to Ron Buchanan, 14 Hope 

Park Gardens, Bathgate EH48 2QU, or drop it, in the form of cash or a cheque, through his letterbox. 

Please mark it "Lent Appeal” on the back. 
 

St Peter’s have a Just Giving Campaign for those who wish to contribute on line and St Columba’s are 

invited to contribute in this way too if they wish. Contributions can be made by going to: https://
justgiving.com/campaign/St-Peterslentappeal. 

 

For those who use Internet banking: St Peter’s: into St Peter's bank account, with the reference 

"LENT": Bank of Scotland, Linlithgow Account St Peter's Episcopal Church, Sort Code: 80-17-37 Account 

No. 00293233. 
 

St Columba’s: St Columba’s bank account, with the reference "LENT": Royal Bank of Scotland, Account: 

St Columba’s Episcopal Church Bathgate. Sort Code: 83-16-05 Account No: 00213096. 
 

Thank you to everyone who knitted, crocheted or have sewn butterflies.  We have a goodly number of very 

colourful varieties to share on Easter Day in our churches for sharing with others and for sharing beyond 
our doors. 

 

Rev Peter will be having a well-earned break during Easter Week and over Low Sunday (11th).   

 

Pastoral visits, now that spring is upon us and the daylight hours are lengthening, the weather will soon 

be conducive to more outdoor catch-ups, and when the weather is too wet a phone call instead. As we 
journey on towards more freedoms please be assured that Peter and I continue to hold you all in our 

prayers. 

Rev Christine 

 
 

SEC Morning, Evening and Night Prayer Liturgies 

 

Morning, Evening and Night Prayer daily liturgies are available at:  

www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices  

 

Rev Christine and Rev Peter will be saying Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer each day 
in their own homes and invite you to join in from yours. On Thursday mornings there 

will be sharing a virtual service via Zoom. If you would like to join in, the link every week 

will be https://us02web.zoom.us/j/756114372?pwd=ZXpMWndaY210empVY1daL09paGlwZz09  

Any queries please contact Rev Peter pw@woodifield.com   

 
For the coming week beginning Sunday 4th April we enter into the week of Easter.  
 

*If you have a paper version of the big blue Prayer Book, for  

Morning Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 23. Follow the psalm set for the 

day in Set 1. Follow the Benedictus antiphon set for the day.  
Evening Prayer we will be using the form: The New Life: the Lord on p. 58.  

*If you want to do it online by far the easiest way to do it is to click 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/ which is updated three times a day 

for Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline 

 

*If you just want to do the readings and collect for each day they are as follows. (The online version of 
Morning Prayer uses the first two readings and Evening Prayer the third, the Gospel.)  

 

Sunday:  Song of Songs 3: 2 – 5, 8: 6 – 7;  Revelation 1: 12 – 18;   John 20: 11 – 18    

Monday:  Jonah 2: 1 – 9;     Acts 2: 14, 22 – 32;   John 14: 1 – 14 

http://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/756114372?pwd=ZXpMWndaY210empVY1daL09paGlwZz09
mailto:pw@woodifield.com
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/daily-offices/


Clergy contact numbers: 
Rev Christine – 07964175914; 01334769303  

Rev Peter Woodifield – 07747023108 
 
 

Rector’s Wardens contact numbers: 
David Graham Service – 07901947345 

Jane Ramsay - 07982252666 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 30: 18– 21;  Acts 2: 36 – 41 (42 – 47);  John 14: 15 – 31 

Wednesday: Micah 7: 7 – 15;  Acts 3: 1 – 10;    John 15: 1 – 11 

Thursday:  Ezekiel 37: 1 – 14;  Acts 3: 11 – 26:    John 15: 12 – 27 
Friday:  Daniel 12: 1 – 4, 13;  Acts 4: 1 – 12;    John 16: 1 – 15  

Saturday: Isaiah 25: 1 – 9;   Acts 4: 13 – 21 (22 – 31);  John 16: 16 – 33 

 

The Collects applies to both Morning and Evening Prayer 
 

The Collect for Easter Day 
Almighty God, who, through your Son, Jesus Christ, have overcome death and opened the gates of 

eternal life: grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of his resurrection, may be raised from the 

death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  
 

The Collect for the rest of Easter Week 

O Lord of life and power, who, through the mighty resurrection of your Son, our Saviour, have overcome 

the old order of sin and death, and have made all things new in him: grant that we, being dead to son, 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  
 

Each day we pray for:  

• The world: people, governments and leaders of the countries and specific issues arising in the news. 

Issues relating to social justice, peace, suffering and creation. And of course at this time for the 

devastating global covid-19 crisis.  

• Our wider church, the SEC, our diocese, individual churches.  

• Our community – residents in our area. For those with no faith, we pray for their introduction to the 

Christian faith, and for those with faith, that their faith may develop further.  

• Those known to us who are unwell or in need.  

• Our own church communities.  

 
 


